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of these diverse activities grew, and the demand that something
should be done was made hi the press and by diSerent educational
associations. /L conference representing the Board of Education
and the civilian bodies met and decided upon the institution of a
Central Advisory Council for Education in H.M. Forces. The
Council had its first meeting in January 1940, and Sir Walter
Moberly, chairman of the University Grants Committee, was
appointed its chairman, with Dr. A. D. (later Lord) Lindsay, Master
of Balliol College, Oxford, as vice-chairman, and Dr. Basil Yeaxlee
as secretary. The C.A.C. asked the vice-chancellors and the
principals of the university colleges to form Regional Committees
through which the C.A.C. could work. Altogether, twenty-three
Regional Committees for Education in H.M. Forces were formed,
on which the universities and representatives of bodies concerned
with adult education served. A full-time secretary, usually a
member of the university staff, was appointed for each Regional
Committee, and plans were drawn up for the co-ordination of the
educational resources of their areas.
The Regional Committees got busy in a very short space of
time, and from August 1940 their work was financed by the
Government through the War Office. These measures mobilised
the whole of the civilian educational resources of the country to
deal with the situation. The C.A.C., however, intimated to the
War Office that it was important to utilise the educational resources
of the Army as soon as possible. The Haining Committee met in
March 1940, and recommended the establishment of a Directorate
of Army Education. The personnel of the A.E.C. were returned to
their educational duties and the increase of the establishment of the
corps was authorised. The War Office ordered every unit to
appoint a regimental officer as part-time education officer and his
duties were to ascertain the needs of his men and make arrange-
ments to meet them.
Some idea of the ground covered by the Regional Committees
can be gained from one of the early reports of the C.A.C. for the
period April-September 1941. 18,983 single lectures, 1,530 short
courses, and 1,075 classes were arranged by the Regional Com-
mittees. The total number of meetings was 33,532. In addition,
there were classes organised by the L.E.A.s, and between 700 and
800 provided for the Royal Navy and the R.A.F. At this time,
the C.A.C. was employing forty-six full-time, and a very much
larger number of part-time, lecturers.